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opinion and habits, all treaties will become as worthless ss waste paper, like 
those old treaties between Denmark and ihe Duchies ; and hence there is now, 
and ever must be to the end of time, need of efforts to educate the mass of 
every people aright on this subject. This educational process is, under God, 
the chief basis of hope for the world's permanent peace. 

Still the case before us shows bow much might be done by rulers, if rightly 
disposed, to prevent war, and insure uninterrupted peace, even in the present 
degenerate and generally rotten state of public feeling with respect to war as 
the ultimate arbiter of national disputes. If three men — two Quakers, and a 
Yankee blacksmith — accomplished so much, what might princes and premiers 
do with equal warmth of zeal, and energy of purpose. 



HOME AFFAIRS. 

Petitions to Congress. — The prospect of inducing our rulers to take 
some decisive steps in favor of substitutes for war, is now more favorable 
than ever before ; and our Society have already petitioned the Executive on 
the subject, and will do the same with bolh Houses of Congress at the open- 
ing of their session. We deem it very important that our own petitions be 
sustained by others from all parts of the land ; and we hope our friends, at 
least in every place where a single copy of the Advocate is taken, will 
make sure of forwarding a petition as early as the first week in December. 
Let the reader of these lines consider himself charged with the business : 
and making two copies of the form below, one for the Senate, and the oth- 
er for the House, let him at once procure as many signatures as he can, 
each person signing both petitions, and forward them to Washington, the 
one for the House to the Representative from his own district, and that for 
the Senate to one of the Senators from his State, or to some person in each 
House known to be interested in the subject, with a note requesting his 
prompt and special attention to the subject. 

To ihe Senate, (or House of Reps.) of the United Slates : 

The undersigned, legal voters, (or citizens or inhabitants) of , in 

the State of , deploring the manifold evils of war, and believing it 

possible to supersede its alleged necessity, as an Arbiter of Justice among 
Nations, by the limely adoption of wise and feasible substitutes, respect- 
fully request your honorable body to take such action as you may deem 
best in favor of Stipulated Arbitration, or a Congress of Nations, for the ac- 
complishment of this most desirable end. 

Annual Efforts. — Our Society, seconded by ecclesiastical bodies of al- 
most every name in the land, proposed, many years ago, a practical recog- 
nition of the claims of our cause upon the Christian community by having 
on or near the 25th December, every pastor preach on the subject a set 
discourse, in every church, (though several may sometimes unite in the 
service,) observe the annual Concert of Prayer for Peace, and an opportu- 
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nity given, in connexion with either the sermon or the concert, for a con- 
tribution in some way to our cause. 

We earnestly hope that our friends in every place will this year make 
sure of doing these three things in the best, manner possible. The plea 
from the pulpit should be, not a passing allusion to peace, or a few inci- 
dental inferences from a sermon on some other topic, but a discussion in 
earnest of this specific subject. We would not, as we cannot, prescribe 
in particular what any one shall do ; but we do hope that every ambassa- 
dor of the Prince of Peace will be as earnest for this cause as for that of the 
Bible or of Missions, and enforce the duty of peace just as he does that of 
repentance or failh. We do not ask any pastor to deliver for us an agency 
discourse ; we simply urge him to preach a gospel sermon on peace in the 
name of his divine Master, whose advent was announced in the angel- 
song at his birth, as introducing " Peace on earth, and good will among 
men." We solicit from all the ministers of Christ an effort in earnest to 
render this part of his gospel as effective as they do those portions which 
relate to repentance and faith. 

As to the Concert, comparatively few may attend ; yet it ought, by all 
means, to be held. There must be a beginning in every thing ; and it ill 
becomes us to despise the day of small things in this or any other cause. 
The less the interest, the more need of prayer to increase it ; and every 
Christian must see that such a conceit once a year for the world's perma- 
nent peace, is quite as proper and necessary as a similar one every month 
is for the world's conversion. God's blessing is just as indispensable in 
one case as the other, and is in both to be expected only in answer to 
prayer. Will any Christian confess, even to himself, that he cares not 
enough about the world's pacification even to unite once a year in prayer 
for it! Would a world full of such Christians ever bring universal peace? 

As to the contribution, we fear it will be small, very small; but we 
hope it will not, for this or any other reason, be omitted in any place. 
However small in each case, the aggregate amount from a few thousand 
churches, could we hope for a contribution from so many, would largely 
increase the sum total of our receipts, and greatly relieve the present 
pressure of our wants. We urgently need an immediate and large in- 
crease of funds for a variety of purposes, essential to the full success of 
our operations, more especially for the department of publications; and we 
hope our friends in every place will in December make a spontaneous, 
earnest effort to secure collections for our Society in such ways as they 
may deem best — by a collection at the concert of prayer, though much 
better after the sermon in the church ; by subscriptions from individuals 
who may receive the Advocate in return, or by persons making themselves 
members for the year by $2, or for life by $20. Reader, will you not 
make an effort for us in some of these ways % 

TrME or Annual Payments. — Our annual subscribers will bear in mind, 
that December is the month in which they usually pay their subscriptions. 
The payment is of course, expected only as long as they choose to make 
it ; but we hope they will this year choose, if possible, to increase their or- 
dinary donation. 



